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ABSTRACT 
 

 
Introduction and Aim: After the surgery, it is necessary to determine the individual learning 
needs of the patients, and the training to be given should be organized by evaluating the patient's 
needs and their readiness to receive information. The aim of this study is to determine the 
relationship between the health literacy level and learning needs of patients undergoing surgery. 
 
Material and Method: The research was conducted as descriptive and correlational. Ethics 
committee permission was obtained. The sample of the study consisted of 110 patients who 
voluntarily accepted to participate in the study between 15 August and 20 November 2021 who 
met the sampling criteria. The data were collected in the general surgery clinic of a university 
hospital in Afyon, 24-48 hours before discharge, using the "Patient Learning Requirements 
Scale (PLNS)" and "Health Literacy Scale (HLS)".  
 
Results: 

. The most 
important learning need for the patients was related to the treatment-complications 

s on HLS was 

literacy level and patient learning needs (p=0.001, r=-.315). Patient learning needs significantly 
predicted health literacy (R=.315, R2=.100, p=0.01). In predicting patient learning needs; 
access to information (R=.330, R2=.109,p=0.00), obtaining information about treatments 
(R=.344a, R2=.118, p=0.00) subdimension and age variable (R=368, R2=135, p=0.00) 
statistically significant difference was found. 
 
Conclusion: It was found that the learning needs of the patients who underwent surgical 
intervention were significantly high and the health literacy level was moderate. It was 
determined that when the health literacy level of the patients increased, their learning needs 
decreased. 
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